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Christian Chu;ches and Religious Unions in Poland : 
stat� 'as of December i-3 , 1981 
as reported by The Chris tian Social Association Information Bulletin .· 
· . " · 
'tiva ��aw ) ;  ·N� : 10, October 1982, pp. 31-38 
I. R.on'ian' catholic church 
1 ,,. ·Ter ritorial division: 
a. number of dioce.ses. 
b . .. numbe� of parishe� 
of which: erected in 1981 
2. Sacral buildings and facilities: 
a. number of churches and chapels 
of _ which ; .  ch�rches 
' chapels 
b .  number of permits for the construction , 
expansion, reconstruction of churches, 
issued 1971-1981 
3. Religious education: 
27* 
. 7, -299 
68 
14,660 
10,256 
4,404 
1,072 ** 
a. number of catechetic centres ca. 20 , 000 
b. theological seminaries: 
- number of diocesan higher seminaries 
number of monastic higher seminaries 
- number of lower monastic seminaries 
c .  general education and vocational schools 
run by monastic orders 
d. Catholic Higher Schools/ Lublin Catholic University 
and Academy of Catholic Theology in Warsaw/ 
- number of departments 
- number of research workers 
- number of students 
of whom: members of the clergy 
4. Diocesan clergy: 
a. total number 
of whom: bishops 
nee-presbyters /1981/ 
b. alumni in diocesan seminaries 
of whom: at the first year of studies 
26 
20 
10 
10 
8 
441 
4,081 
l, 728 
15,908 
86 
688 
4,727 
1,105 
*Including three partia l circumscriptions administered by apostolic 
administrators . 
** In the years: 1971-1980, 741; in 1981, 331 . 
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Note: Apart from that, there are 166 regular priests working in 94 
di ocesan parishes /i.e. parishes administered by parish priests being 
members of the diocesan clergy; / ministry in "monastic" parishes is 
c onducted by 2,160 monastic priests: 464 as parish priests, 1 ,  282 as 
vicars to secular parish priests, 414 others --e.g. rectors. Apart from 
that, there are 2, 320 ·monk s /of whom 1,394 regular pr iests and 926 lay 
brothers who work in diocesan ministry as retreat chaplai�s and 
missionaries /inner missions/. 
5. Male orders: 
. a. number of orders and congregations 
b . . · number of generalates, prov inces as well 
as independent abbeys and monas teries 
c. number of monastic houses 
total number 
of whom: 
- regular priests 
of whom: nee-presbyters 
- friars 
- seminarists after novitiate 
- seminarists in novitiate 
- friars in novitiate 
- applicants, candidates 
- abroad /missions/ 
6. Female orders: 
a. number of orders and congregations 
b. number of generalates, provinces as 
well as independent convents 
c. number of nuns 
ot" whom: in novitiate 
7. W elfare houses: 
a. monastic 
b. r un by the "Caritas" Associati on * ** 
*7 . generalates, · 45 monastic provinces, 5 abbeys, 
monasteries. 
**.90 generalates � 69 provinces, 56 convents. 
45 
59 * 
626 
9,603 
4, 380 
212 
1, 390 
1, 898 
713 
158 
209 
855 
104 
215 ** 
27,429 
2,741 
13 
198 
2 independent 
* * *Since 19 50 the "Caritas" Associati on is n ot under Church juris­
dicti on. 
- 31- . 
8 .  Church periodical s *  
a .  number of titles 
b. circulati on 
9 .  Number of faithful 
II . Churches affil i ated in the Polish Ecumenical Council 
A .  Polish Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
1 .  Territorial divi s ion : 
a .  number of dioceses 
b .  number of deaneries 
c .  number of parishes and branches 
2 .  Sacral bui ldings and facil ities : 
- number of churches and chapel s  · 
3 .  Religious educati on : 
- number of s eminari es 
- number of alumni 
4 .  Diocesan cl ergy : 
a .  total number 
of whom : bishops 
b. changes in 1981 : 
- deceased 
- ordained 
5 .  Monasteries and convents :  
a .  number 
b .  number of monks 
c .  number of nuns 
6 .  Church periodicals : 
a .  number of titles 
b. ci rculation 
7 .  Number of faithful 
5 1  
1 , ,005 , .6  7 4  
* *  
4 
2 1  
2 3 3  
301 
1 
2 0  
350 
5 
3 
6 
2 
15 * ** 
1 8 * "'* *  
3 
11 ,,50 0  
ca . 500 , 00 0 ** * * *  
* Publ i shed by Church institutions , monastic. orders and publ i shing 
hous es run by the Churc h .  Yearbooks not taken into account . 
* * As in many countri es in the world , the Catholi c  Church in Poland 
does not k eep records of the faithful ; this is connected with i ts 
specific' ecclesiology . In view of the absence of Church taxes, there 
a re also no auxili ary records of this.  type . .  Figures quoted in 
"Annuario Pontif;icio " 1981 /ca . 3. 1 , 3 mil lion are bas ed on . diocesan 
estimat es . State census es of the population and registers do not 
record rel igious denominations . 
* * * 7  fria r s ,  8 novic es . 
* * * * 1 5  si sters , 3 novices . 
* * * * * The Orthodox Church in Poland does not run a registry of paris h  
membe rs . The number o f  faithful which take part i n  Church l ife i s  
es timated t o  b e  500-600 thousand . The number o f  baptiz ed Orthodox 
Chri s tians is about 1 million . 
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B. Pol i sh-Catholic Church 
1 .  Te rritorial divi s i on : 
a .  number of dioceses 
b.  number of deaneries 
c .  number of parishes 
2 .  S acral bui ldings and faci l ities : 
- number of churche s and chapels 
3 .  Religious educati on : 
- number of s eminari es 
4.  Clergy : 
a .  total number 
of whom : bi s hops 
b. change s in 1981 : 
- deceased 
- ordained 
5 .  Church periodical s : 
a .  Number of titles 
b. ci rculati on 
6 .  Wel fare houses - number 
7 .  Numb er of faithful 
C .  Old-Catholic Church of the Mariavites 
1 .  Territorial divi s ion : 
a .  number of dioc eses 
b .  number of pari shes 
2 .  S ac ral buildings and facilities : 
- number of churches and chapel s  
3 .  Relig ious educati on : 
- number of s eminari es 
- number of alumni 
4 .  Cl ergy : 
a .  total number 
of whom : bi shops 
b .  change s in 1981 : 
- deceased 
- ordai ned 
* 95 churches and chapel s ,  4 branch chapels , 1 central chapel . 
* *Calculated on the bas i s  of pari sh stati sti cs . 
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3 
18 
96 
100* 
118 
6 
4 
6 
2 
16 , 0 00 
32 , 8 50 * *  
3 
42 
55 
1 
6 
30 
4 
5 .  Church periodicals :  
a .  number of ti.tl e s  
b .  circulation 
6 .  Wel fare houses - number 
7 .  Female orders : 
a .  number of convents 
b .  number of nuns 
8 .  Number of fai thful 
D .  Lutheran Church of the Augsburg Confes sion 
1 .  Territorial divi sion : 
a .  number of dioceses 
b. number of pari sh es 
c .  number of preaching centres 
2 .  S acral buildings and facilities : 
- number of churches and chapels 
3 .  Relig ious education : 
- seminaries 
· 4'. 'Cl ergy : 
a .  total number 
�b. changes in 1981 : 
- deceased 
- circulati on 
8 .  Wel fare houses - number 
9 .  Number of faithful 
E .  Reformed Church 
1 .  Territorial divi s ion : 
a .  number of parishes 
b .  number of branches 
2 .  S acral building and facilities : 
- number of churches and chapel s  
3 .  Clergy : 
a .  total number 
b .  changes in 1 981 : 
- deceased 
- ordained 
*Calculated on. the · basis · of 
* *1 86 churches , 1 66 chapels 
** *Calculated on the bas i s  of 
* * * * 7  churches , 6 chapels . 
parish records . 
parish records . 
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I 
3 , 2 75 
2 
1 
5 5  
24 , 65 0 *  
6 
1 2 2  
1 74 
3 5 2 * *  
92 
1 0 , 5.00 
4 
71 , 8 5 2 * * *  
8 
5 
1 3 * * * *  
4 
1 
4 .  Lay Church workers 
5 .  Church periodi cals : 
a .  number of titl e s  
b .  circulati on 
6 .  Welfare houses - number 
7 .  Number of faithful 
F .  Methodist Church 
1 .  Territorial divi s ion : 
a .  di stricts 
b .  pari shes and branches 
2 .  S ac ral bui ldings and faci liti es 
- number of churches , chapel s  and prayer houses 
3 .  Religious educati on : 
- number of s eminaries 
4 .  Clergy : 
a .  total number 
b .  changes in 1 981 : 
- deceased 
- ordai ned 
c .  s eminari sts 
5 .  Lay Church worke rs 
6 .  Church periodicals : 
a .  number of titles 
b.  circulation 
7 • .  Wel fare houses - number 
6 .  Number of faithful 
G. Pol i sh Church of Christi an Baptists 
1 .  Territorial divi s ion : 
a .  number of dis tricts 
b. number of communities 
2 .  S ac ral bui ldings and facilities : 
- number of churches 
3 .  Religious education : 
- number of s eminari es 
- number of a lumni 
*Calculated on the bas i s  of parish records . 
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2 8  
1 
1 , 8 00 
1 
4 , 5 00* 
5 
6 0  
56 
1 
36 
1 
5 
31 
1 
2 , 000 
1 
3 , 930* 
7 
1 2 8  
56 
1 
14 
4 .  Clergy : 
a .  total number 
b .  changes in 1 981 : 
- deceased 
- ordained 
5 .  Church periodical s :  
a .  number of titles 
b .  circulation 
6 .  Wel fare houses - number 
7 .  Number of faithful 
H .  United Evangeli cal Church 
1 .  Terri toric:l'l di visidn : 
- number of parishes 
2 .  S acral buildings and faci lities : 
- number of churches and houses of prayer 
_3 . Religious educati on : 
- Bible school 
- students of t he Bible school 
4 .  Clergy : 
a .  total number 
b .  changes in 1981 : 
- deceased 
- ordai ned 
5 .  Church periodicals : 
a . · number of titles 
b. circulation 
6 :  Wel fare houses - number 
7 .  Number of faithful 
I .  Chri stian Theological Academy * *  
1 .  Number of sections 
2 .  Number of research worke rs 
3 .  Number of student s  
60 
1 
3 , 5 00 
1 
5 , 765 * 
.11 0 
T25 
1 
.22 
215 
5 
7 
5 , 500 
,l 
1 0 /0 00 
29 
130 **"* * 
*Of whom bapti z ed ca . 
reg i s te rs . 
3 ,  000 ; calculated on the basl s of community 
* * Educates the cl ergy 
Ecumeni cal Council and 
of the Churches affiliated in the Poli sh 
of the Adventist Church . 
* * *Orthodox , Old-Catholic and Evangel;i.cal sections . 
* * * *As of October 1 ,  1 9 81 . 
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